
 

Opportunities for 2026 - 160th Anniversary Belgium-Japan relations 

1. Context  

• In 2026, we will commemorate the 160th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic 

relations between Japan and Belgium. This milestone reflects the enduring and deep 

relationship between our two nations, enriched by the warm, cordial ties between the Belgian 

Royal Family and the Japanese Imperial Family. The high-level economic mission led by Her 

Royal Highness Princess Astrid to Japan in December 2022 has already resulted in significant 

investment activities and partnerships across various sectors.  

• In 2016, Nihonjinkai (Japanese Association) and BJA members generously donated a total of 

approximately 550,000 euro to organize various events throughout the year for the 150th 

anniversary friendship, such as Flower Carpet, Ommegang, Folklorissimo, Ghent Floria, Ukiyo-

e Exhibition, Christmas Market, Tsugaru Shamisen performance etc.  

• Following the Expo Osaka-Kansai in 2025, we hope to further develop our bilateral relations 

by holding and supporting various events to deepen exchange and mutual understanding 

between the peoples of the two countries in the occasion of the 160th anniversary of the 

establishment of diplomatic relations in 2026.  

2. Possible Events  

The Preparatory Committee comprised of the Embassy of Japan, the Belgium-Japan Association & 

Chamber of Commerce (BJA), Nihonjinkai, and the Honorary Consul General of Japan in Flanders is 

considering what events to be organized. Some examples of major events are as follows:  

• Country of Honor of Flower Carpet  

• Country of Honor of Streat Fes  

• Country of Honor of Bruxelles Christmas Market  

• Decoration and Reception at Mannequin Pis  

• Invitation of Japanese cultural key figures  

• Events at Flagey, Cinquantenaire Museum, Bozar, Musee de la Bande Dessinnee etc  

3. Next steps  

(1) Advantages of your participation to the fund-raising  

As explained in the letter dated 1st October from the Preparatory Committee to the BJA Members, it 

would be grateful if you could consider to becoming a general sponsor for the Anniversary at one of 

the following levels: €10,000, €20,000 or €30,000 (including VAT). If your company becomes a sponsor, 

your company name will be appeared on the  

Anniversary’s banner, pamphlet etc which will be distributed to the public in the occasion of the events 

including Flower Carpet (if registered as UNESCO Intangible cultural heritage, 2026 is expected to be 

the first time it will be held after the registration) at Grand Place. The Embassy’s special page for the 

Anniversary will also be opened and sponsors’ names will be appeared on it. The preparatory 

committee will also invite you to the major events and reception of the Anniversary.  



(2) How to become a sponsor  

If you could become a sponsor, it would be appreciated if you could first contact to the Embassy of 

Japan in Belgium (160anniversary@bx.mofa.go.jp) with the amount of your donation. Preparatory 

Committee will then contact the sponsor for the confirmation. The committee will contact the sponsor 

later with more information on how to transfer the donation (we are currently in discussions with an 

event company to open a special account to manage the donation in early 2025). The event company 

will then issue the VAT compliant sponsoring invoice (Please note that you can obtain VAT refund 

through VAT declaration. For more information, please refer to the following page: 

https://finance.belgium.be/en/enterprises/vat/payment-refund/refund#q3).  

(3) Deadline for payment  

There is no deadline for payment. However, we would be grateful if you would consider whether and 

how much you would like to donate by the summer of 2025, to allow us to know the available budget 

and what we can do.  

(4) Inquiry on this matter  

Please contact the Embassy of Japan in Belgium (160anniversary@bx.mofa.go.jp).  
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